
greater than the frustratioos, and even the frustratioos have real
value roc readers of a ma:e academic bent, as I shall explain later.

woold say no -but woold then battle to aIDe up with an agreed
definition of what it means to be a Christian.

Written by a persoo who knew Smuts persooally and who had
iml'(rtant, extended professiooal links with him over the last
decade of his life as well as having had access to the great
statesman's persooal CCITeS~dence with a key cl~e fri,end over a
period of many~. the main reward of the book is precisely the
sense of cl~css to Smuts' sool that it cooveys. No outsider could
achieve that. But this advantage also involves a disadvantage in
the fam of the dependence of the book 00 the autha's perceptioo
of religioo. In CXher Wa'ds, immediacy involves limitatioo of
perspective coocerning the key coocept aIWnd which the book
turns. But that too -frustrating thoogh I foond it, has the benefit of
whetting the appetite fa: further research 00 the religioos Smuts.

The absenre of what I woold see as a mcre nuanced handling of
these anrepts means that Beukes interprets Smuts' ideas 00
religioo in ways that seem to me to ptXtl'ay him as mae crth<XkIX.
a; anventiooal than the quaed ~ suggest. As mentiooed
arove, Beukes is well read in the new physics but the bcx*:. shows
little sign of much awareness of what axlld be called the new
theology (apart fran a ~fcren~ to ~s philosq>her AN.
Whitehead). But this new wave of ~ligioos thinking is at least as
revolutiooary in its field as the new physics. It ~d be very
interesting to see whether (as I suspect) Smuts' religioos ideas
anticipated scme of these devel~nts in religioos phil~~hy.
AlthOOgh Beukcs doos n<x satisfy this interest cxrept by means of
hints and suggestioos. his bcx*:. has the impcrtant merit of ~ning
the way fa: cxhers to cxplcre them. I think it is always a virtue
when a bcx*:. generates new avenues of interest and investigatioo
00 a impcrtant subject, and Beukcs must be thanked fa:
~g this servi~ quite as much as fa: the many valuable
things with which he doos deal.
Professa: Martin ~
Department of Religioos Studies
University of Nata! ---

Pietermaritzburg

The txxic. has cther strengths than just its ability to ~n windows
into Smuts' sool. Beukes writes in a lucid, flowing way that is free
of the often burdensane characteristics of ~!:'!!!1~c ~e. Fa:
example. it dispenses with things like fcxKnaes, source references
and even a bibliography, a IX>licy which make fa: easy,
uninterrupted reading. Chapters are nct. too loog to put strains 00
the reader's interest na: too shat to ame over as flimsy. They deal
with themes rather than pericxis in Smuts'life, themes such as the
new physics Smuts' beliefs aixxlt Christ and aixxlt holism and GOO.
Cooceming the new physics Beukes shows a g<Xxl knowledge of
writers like Stephen Hawking, David BOOm and Templeton Prim
winner Paul Davies, who freely uses the term "holistic" which
Smuts intIOOuced into 20th century dis<XXn'Se.

Robert ~ : Beyond the pale: essays on the history of colonial
South Africa. Witwatersrand Press. Jooannesburg, 1994. 270 pp.
Prys : R 70,00.

All this is very much to the gcxxi of the bIrlI:. and I have no doubt
that fa: readers wanting an insight into the religioos side of Smuts'
life and thooght, it will serve as a valuable, infocri1ative and
intriguing stmre. Histcrians interested in Smuts will also find
much here to interest coocerning a facet of his life which has nct
been nearly as extensively exploced as his political and military
career.

Hierdie bcx:k is 'n versamelwerk van elf van R~s, wat vcral
bekendheid verwerf bet met sy mooografie cxr die Griekwas
(Adam Kcic's Griquas. A study in the devel~ent of stratificatioo
in Sooth Africa. Cambridge, 1976) se ~telle ged1n"ende die
afgel~ twee dekades. Hierdie Britsgeb<xe histaikus wat aan
Cambridge ~gelei is se belangstelling uit die Kaapse kolooiale
geskeidenes spruit waarskynlik uit die feit dat by in diens van die
Rijksuniversiteit leiden in Nederland staan waar by Afrika-
geskiedenis heer en dat Nederlandse broone dus vir ban
toeganklik is.

There are however also &<me gaps and technical shcrtcanings in
the bcd,especially roc a reader who is seeking an ~demic type of
~ntatioo. The main technical problem fcr this type of reader is
the absence of detailed soorce references. Beukes, as has been
mentiooeci, relies 00 persooal aITespondence and other primary
soorces fcr impcrtant parts of his stay, and I foond it frustrating to
be unable to establish exactly where and how these might be
~sed fcr further study. One of the things I greatly like about
this bcxic. is precisely the way it whets the appetite roc further
investigatioo into Smuts' religious phil~hy -but withoot giving
the detailed f<XXnotes cr other soorce references, duly caTelated
with a bibliography, which coold take the enquiry further.
However, not all readers will want this kind of apparatus, and
clearly the bcxic. was written with their interests primarily in mind.

As versamelwcrk spreek dit eintlik vanself dat dit in sy geheel me
<x:I"Sprooklike werk is me. Trooens, slegs vyf van die elf ~telle
wocd bier vir die eerste keer gepubliseer, hoowel die ses wat reeds
vante~ gepubliseer is volgens die~ outeur groodig hersien en
q>gOOateer is.

s~ verwag koo wCId. ~nbaar hierdie werk dieselfde leemtes as
die meeste S<x:Itgelyke werke en wet in 'n gebrek &an eenheid en
s1l11knlur. Die outeur bet die werk in vyf afdelings van twee
boofstukke elk, benewens die inleiding, verdeel Afdeling een
bandel <XI" die ekooanie en klasseVtmling &an die Kaap; afdcling
2 <XI" ideologiee en rassestratifikasie, spesifiek die OCI"Sproog van
blanke ~pergesag; afdeling 3 <XI" die bevolkingsgrooi en
gesinsVtmling; afdeling vier <XI" die kolooiale regstelsel en
afdeling vyf <XI" intellektuele geskiedenis. Die saambindende
faktcr, volgens die outeur self, is dat dit handel <XI" klassevcnning
en dcminansie &an die Kaap. Hrewel dit waar mag woos vir die
meeste van die ~telle, is dit uiters mreilik cm byvarbeeld die
~tel <XI" die OCI"Sproog van die Suid-Afrikaanse histcriografie en
lXXIald Moodie se rot daarin alder hierdie sambreel in te dwing.
Wat wet waar is, is dat al hierdie ~telle handel <XI" die pre-
industriele Kaapkolooie en miskien is dit die sentrale tema van die
werk.

Mcre inten:sting,in the judgement of the present reviewer, is the
questioo raised by Beukes' interpretatioo of the religioo of Jan
Smuts fa- anybody with a different (and perhaps mcre
<x:mprehensive) understanding of religioo than that shown in these
pages by Beukes. "Being religious" is a highly wnplex and
axttested coocept. making it no simple matter to apply to anybody,
least of all to a thinker and public figure as canplex as Smuts. Fa-
example, doos it necessarily involve belief in a GOO? If so, then
much of east Asian and scme of Indian religioo becanes
irreligious. lXx:s it necessarily involve ritual observances like
pra~, wmhip a- attendance at places like chln"Ches on holy days?
That would make scme kinds of mysticism irreligious. And what
doos it mean to be a Christian? ~ admiratioo fa- the ethical
teachings and persooal example of Christ enough? M~t churches

Alhoowel die aanspraak in die advertensiemateriaal van die
uitgewer wat R~s beskIyf as "... the focem~t histaian of the early
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colonial Cape" waarskynlik (XX"drewe is, lewer die werk tot 'n
bydrae cm die kcmplekse ~iale en ekoocmiese ~se wat in
die perlcxJe ooder bespreking ootstaan en ootwikkel bet en later in
die industriele era neerslag gevind bet te verhelder. Vera! sy
argument dat daar in die Kaapkolonie 'n nuwe, eiesCXl:tige
Afrikane-klas (bestaande uit v~keie subgrceperinge) ootstaan bet,
wie se magsbasis die beheer (XX" die grood en die handel was, wat
as sodanig die kolonie gedcmineer bet en dat die ~ tot blanke
qJpergesag aanleiding gegee bet, sal debat uitlcic. Fmale uitspl'aak
(XX" hierdie en aDder kcmplekse aangeleenthede is beslis Dog Die in
hierdie werk gelewer Die.

Military Hisrocy was publish to bring hcmage to th~ men and
wcmen that "they shoold be remembered roc the hooour they
brought to the axJDtIy, and...to ccmmemcrate them and their
deeds".(p.15).

All the rottributing authcrs, including the e<lita John Keene, are
experts in their respective fields of militaly hista"y and readm'will
disoover that aaxxmts of the war and military campaigns are given
in finest detail. In the first chapter, however Sandra Mackenzie
takes the reader down memocy lane as she explains how thousands
of Coloured, white and black soldiers were recruited and drafted
into various divisions of the South African Defence Fcrce within
weeks after parliament declared war on Germany.Vir die belangstellende in plaaslike en streeksgeskiedenis, vera!

van die Kaapkolooie, is die verskyning van die book van m~ as
gewooe betekenis cmdat dit eksklusief <XX" aspekte van die
landstreek vocr 1870 handel. Verskeie van die {1JStelle wat
cygeneem is, is vir diesulkes van besondere betekenis. Voorbeelde
hiervan is die twee hoofstukke in afdeling cen. Hoofstuk 1 handel
(XI" die welvaart van die Wes-Kaapse kapitalistiese heersersklas
("Gentry"), terwyl hoofstuk 2 die verspreiding van die private
gialdbesit in die ooderskeie distrikte ootleed. O:ic. afdeling drie
mret in hierdie verband vermeld wcrd. Hoofstuk 5 ootleed die
demografie van die blanke bevolkingselement aan die Ka3p die
agtiende eeu en illUSIreer die Delle bevolkings aanwas van die
grcep duidelik. Hoofstuk 6, cy sy beurt, toon aan hre die
bevolkingsaanwas tot die snelle uitbreiding van die kolooiale
grense aanleiding gegee bet, terwyl laasgenremde ~ w~
gelei bet tot die interafuanklikheid van mans en vroue cy die
v~te in 'n jeugdige stadium wat w~ die bevolkingsaanwas
gestimul~ bet.

It is refreshing to see that s<me attentioo was also paid to wcmen
and their role in the war. Acm-ding to Mackenzie, the Sooth
African W<men's Auxiliary Services (SAW AS), a noo-military,
voluntary ocganisatioo was established to provide material suppcrt
to th~ 00 the {root. She also points to the fact that this was an
~pcrtunity foc white wcmen to prove themselves in <ther
positioos such as the industrial labwr sectoc previoosly reserved
ooly foc men.(p.23) Sadly, Mackenzie however limits her
discussioo ooly to white W<men. Colomed W<men of Cape Town
peJi(:Inled similar duties by ocganising themselves in several
W<men's Auxiliaries Services to provide material and emotiooal
suppcrt to soldiers 00 the battlefield.

Of the nine chapters, five are devoted to the various military
campaigns in which South African soldiers fought The authas of
these chapters provide the reader with day to day and s<metimes
even with hour to hour accounts of the war. To s<me readers,
especially war veterans this might be riveting reading material
while cthers will find it ex1rcmely mundane. Wars are nIX ally
about weapoos, heavy artillery, b<mbs, guns, military campaigns,
war strategists, army generals and wc:rld leaders. The impn:ssioo
ale gets is that the authcrs of the respective chapters pnmote the
idea that histcry is only about dates and events. If this is indeed so,
then it must surely be coodemned. War is also about peq>le. If
peq>le play such a prcminent role in the activities of war, then why
neglect the social and human element? Foc this reasoo chapter
eight entitled "Reluctant guests of the Third Reich" is well-wocth
mentiooing. It ~ frcm the cther chapters in style and cootent
and presents readers with a thought-provoking account of how
prisooers of war cqJed with the harsh cooditioos in German-Italian
cootrolled prisoo camps in Nocth Africa. Foc these prisoners it was
different kind of war -"this was a war against bocedcm, hunger,
frustratioo, the elements and psychological deprivatioo". (p.170) It
high-lights the plight of soldiers and shows how ocdinary soldiers
perfocmed heroic deeds under trying circumstances. Joo Masego, a
soldier of the Native Military ~, is but ooe case in
point(p.169) As a row, he blew up one German supply ~ with
a self-made bcmb and at a later stage escaped by walking several
kilcmetres to Fl Alamein befcre meeting up with Allied ~.

Die werk is ryklik toegerus met tabelle en grafieke met
waardevolle inligting (XX" ekoncmiese en ~iale aspekte, ~
met 'n bruikbare gl~sarium wat die vir die Engelssprekende
"vreemde" terminologie, vera! van Nederlandse herk<ms
verduidelik, en 'n indeks. 'n Bibliografie ontbreek, maar die
afsooderlike ~telle is geddcwnenteer met voldrende ~ings
in die Vcml van endncXas. Die feit dat die v~ings aan die
einde van die b<x:k geplaas is in plaas van onder aan die bladsy of
minstens aan die einde van elke ~tel, bemooilik die gebruik
daarvan. Toopaslike illustratiewe materiaal sou cx:ic die waarde
van die book verhoog bet.

Die ~k is stewig gebind, die drukwerk is van 'n boo gebalte,
blads~ is so uiteengesit dat die bladspieel'n netjiese vcxrkcms bet
en drukfoute is bykans totaal afwesig.

Dr. 

M. Broodryk
Universiteit van Pm Elizabeth

Keene, John (ed) : South Africa in World War II: A Pictorial
History. Human & Rousseau, Cape Town, 1995.ISBN 0-7981-
3388-0. Price: RI49-95.

The fact that mentioo is made of several local and regiooal
regiments such as the Pretcria Regiment, the FlISt Ci~ Town
Highlanders, ROYdi Durban light Infantry and several (Xher local
regiments shows the value of this publicatioo to the local and
regiooal histcrian.

Military histay and the social histay of war over the last few years
have C(Ine on in leaps and bounds in South African histcriographY.
Deservedly so, as this under-i:xpl<I"ed area of investigation
prcmises rich research ~sibilities to both the military and social
histcrian. The year, 1995, is of special histcrical importance as the
wcrld axnmemcrates the fiftieth anniversary of the Second W crld
War which ended officially in Europe on May 8 1945. South
Africa's part in the Second Wcrld War is not fcrgotten, neither
th~ who fought the battles, flew the warplanes, dropped the
bcmbs, drove the tanks, dug the trenches, healed the sick, carried
the wounded and fed the soldiers. This book. -a collection of essays
-written by staff of the South African National Museum of

If one ~pts the dictum that every picture tells a stay, then this
pictaial histay has a definite stay to tell. Every chapter is
embellished with pictures depicting the various phases of the war.
Unlike other pictaial histaies where the pictures often do n<X
Cl:ITespond with the texts, this book is an exception. All pictures
are neatly interwoven with the written texts and give readers a
close-up view of the war 7OOes and battlefields. Mcroover, pictaial
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