
colonial Cape" waarskynlik (XX"drewe is, lewer die werk tot 'n
bydrae cm die kcmplekse ~iale en ekoocmiese ~se wat in
die perlcxJe ooder bespreking ootstaan en ootwikkel bet en later in
die industriele era neerslag gevind bet te verhelder. Vera! sy
argument dat daar in die Kaapkolonie 'n nuwe, eiesCXl:tige
Afrikane-klas (bestaande uit v~keie subgrceperinge) ootstaan bet,
wie se magsbasis die beheer (XX" die grood en die handel was, wat
as sodanig die kolonie gedcmineer bet en dat die ~ tot blanke
qJpergesag aanleiding gegee bet, sal debat uitlcic. Fmale uitspl'aak
(XX" hierdie en aDder kcmplekse aangeleenthede is beslis Dog Die in
hierdie werk gelewer Die.

Military Hisrocy was publish to bring hcmage to th~ men and
wcmen that "they shoold be remembered roc the hooour they
brought to the axJDtIy, and...to ccmmemcrate them and their
deeds".(p.15).

All the rottributing authcrs, including the e<lita John Keene, are
experts in their respective fields of militaly hista"y and readm'will
disoover that aaxxmts of the war and military campaigns are given
in finest detail. In the first chapter, however Sandra Mackenzie
takes the reader down memocy lane as she explains how thousands
of Coloured, white and black soldiers were recruited and drafted
into various divisions of the South African Defence Fcrce within
weeks after parliament declared war on Germany.Vir die belangstellende in plaaslike en streeksgeskiedenis, vera!

van die Kaapkolooie, is die verskyning van die book van m~ as
gewooe betekenis cmdat dit eksklusief <XX" aspekte van die
landstreek vocr 1870 handel. Verskeie van die {1JStelle wat
cygeneem is, is vir diesulkes van besondere betekenis. Voorbeelde
hiervan is die twee hoofstukke in afdeling cen. Hoofstuk 1 handel
(XI" die welvaart van die Wes-Kaapse kapitalistiese heersersklas
("Gentry"), terwyl hoofstuk 2 die verspreiding van die private
gialdbesit in die ooderskeie distrikte ootleed. O:ic. afdeling drie
mret in hierdie verband vermeld wcrd. Hoofstuk 5 ootleed die
demografie van die blanke bevolkingselement aan die Ka3p die
agtiende eeu en illUSIreer die Delle bevolkings aanwas van die
grcep duidelik. Hoofstuk 6, cy sy beurt, toon aan hre die
bevolkingsaanwas tot die snelle uitbreiding van die kolooiale
grense aanleiding gegee bet, terwyl laasgenremde ~ w~
gelei bet tot die interafuanklikheid van mans en vroue cy die
v~te in 'n jeugdige stadium wat w~ die bevolkingsaanwas
gestimul~ bet.

It is refreshing to see that s<me attentioo was also paid to wcmen
and their role in the war. Acm-ding to Mackenzie, the Sooth
African W<men's Auxiliary Services (SAW AS), a noo-military,
voluntary ocganisatioo was established to provide material suppcrt
to th~ 00 the {root. She also points to the fact that this was an
~pcrtunity foc white wcmen to prove themselves in <ther
positioos such as the industrial labwr sectoc previoosly reserved
ooly foc men.(p.23) Sadly, Mackenzie however limits her
discussioo ooly to white W<men. Colomed W<men of Cape Town
peJi(:Inled similar duties by ocganising themselves in several
W<men's Auxiliaries Services to provide material and emotiooal
suppcrt to soldiers 00 the battlefield.

Of the nine chapters, five are devoted to the various military
campaigns in which South African soldiers fought The authas of
these chapters provide the reader with day to day and s<metimes
even with hour to hour accounts of the war. To s<me readers,
especially war veterans this might be riveting reading material
while cthers will find it ex1rcmely mundane. Wars are nIX ally
about weapoos, heavy artillery, b<mbs, guns, military campaigns,
war strategists, army generals and wc:rld leaders. The impn:ssioo
ale gets is that the authcrs of the respective chapters pnmote the
idea that histcry is only about dates and events. If this is indeed so,
then it must surely be coodemned. War is also about peq>le. If
peq>le play such a prcminent role in the activities of war, then why
neglect the social and human element? Foc this reasoo chapter
eight entitled "Reluctant guests of the Third Reich" is well-wocth
mentiooing. It ~ frcm the cther chapters in style and cootent
and presents readers with a thought-provoking account of how
prisooers of war cqJed with the harsh cooditioos in German-Italian
cootrolled prisoo camps in Nocth Africa. Foc these prisoners it was
different kind of war -"this was a war against bocedcm, hunger,
frustratioo, the elements and psychological deprivatioo". (p.170) It
high-lights the plight of soldiers and shows how ocdinary soldiers
perfocmed heroic deeds under trying circumstances. Joo Masego, a
soldier of the Native Military ~, is but ooe case in
point(p.169) As a row, he blew up one German supply ~ with
a self-made bcmb and at a later stage escaped by walking several
kilcmetres to Fl Alamein befcre meeting up with Allied ~.

Die werk is ryklik toegerus met tabelle en grafieke met
waardevolle inligting (XX" ekoncmiese en ~iale aspekte, ~
met 'n bruikbare gl~sarium wat die vir die Engelssprekende
"vreemde" terminologie, vera! van Nederlandse herk<ms
verduidelik, en 'n indeks. 'n Bibliografie ontbreek, maar die
afsooderlike ~telle is geddcwnenteer met voldrende ~ings
in die Vcml van endncXas. Die feit dat die v~ings aan die
einde van die b<x:k geplaas is in plaas van onder aan die bladsy of
minstens aan die einde van elke ~tel, bemooilik die gebruik
daarvan. Toopaslike illustratiewe materiaal sou cx:ic die waarde
van die book verhoog bet.

Die ~k is stewig gebind, die drukwerk is van 'n boo gebalte,
blads~ is so uiteengesit dat die bladspieel'n netjiese vcxrkcms bet
en drukfoute is bykans totaal afwesig.

Dr. 

M. Broodryk
Universiteit van Pm Elizabeth

Keene, John (ed) : South Africa in World War II: A Pictorial
History. Human & Rousseau, Cape Town, 1995.ISBN 0-7981-
3388-0. Price: RI49-95.

The fact that mentioo is made of several local and regiooal
regiments such as the Pretcria Regiment, the FlISt Ci~ Town
Highlanders, ROYdi Durban light Infantry and several (Xher local
regiments shows the value of this publicatioo to the local and
regiooal histcrian.

Military histay and the social histay of war over the last few years
have C(Ine on in leaps and bounds in South African histcriographY.
Deservedly so, as this under-i:xpl<I"ed area of investigation
prcmises rich research ~sibilities to both the military and social
histcrian. The year, 1995, is of special histcrical importance as the
wcrld axnmemcrates the fiftieth anniversary of the Second W crld
War which ended officially in Europe on May 8 1945. South
Africa's part in the Second Wcrld War is not fcrgotten, neither
th~ who fought the battles, flew the warplanes, dropped the
bcmbs, drove the tanks, dug the trenches, healed the sick, carried
the wounded and fed the soldiers. This book. -a collection of essays
-written by staff of the South African National Museum of

If one ~pts the dictum that every picture tells a stay, then this
pictaial histay has a definite stay to tell. Every chapter is
embellished with pictures depicting the various phases of the war.
Unlike other pictaial histaies where the pictures often do n<X
Cl:ITespond with the texts, this book is an exception. All pictures
are neatly interwoven with the written texts and give readers a
close-up view of the war 7OOes and battlefields. Mcroover, pictaial
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Met a1 die klem ~ arbeid is een sentrale tema egreT lank deur
hiskrici verwaarl~, nl. die gesoodheid van die mynwerlcers. Dit
is verbasend, want in die l~ van die eerste drie of vier dekades
van die twintigste eeu bet talle amptelike, nie-amptelike en
medies-wetenskaplike verslae, bcx:ke en artikels <XI" een van die
grootste gesoodheidsgevare ~ die goudmyne, nl. myntering of
s~, verskyn. P.C. Grey bet welliswaar in sy dc*:ta'ale
proefskrif (Unisa, 1969) <XI" die ootwikkeling van die
goudmynindustrie tussen 1902 en 1910 'n hoofstuk aan "miners
phthisis" gewy en E.LP. Stals bet in die tweedelige werlc <XI" die
Afrikaners in die GoudS'tad (1978 en 1986) terl~ daama
verwys. P. Richardsoo en G. Burke bet (Xi\; in 1978 in 'n artikel
die v<Xrk(InS van myntering in die Transvaal en Canwall
vergelyk.

hist(ries are generally very ~ular reading material and over the
~ came to be associated with militaIy histay.

White ex-soldiers will feel extremely proud aboot this publication,
but black, Indian and CoIOtn-ed soldiers will perhaps be
disappointed, if nd betra~. Rather sadly, only one chapter out of
nine is de\Ued to Non-EurqJean soldiers. Needless to say, the
IK:tivities of black, Indian and CoIOtn-ed soldiers are grossly
underpla~ Written {r(m a white perspective, this is by no means
an attempt to redress the paucity in the histaiography of military
histay coocerning non-white soldiers in South African aImed
faces. !tis a known fact that the Cape Caps and Native Militaiy
Caps pla~ key roles in several of the campaigns, yet no mention
is made of their part in any of the campaigns. By nd integrating the
me of non-white soldiers into the main stay undersares the fact
that the authm still view South African histay through the lenses
of ~ and colour. Despite its noole sentiments, South Africa in
World War 11, is thus nd a troe reflection of South Africa's me in
the war as a nation, but rather prq>agating the nooon of separate
histaies fa- separate peq>le. Ma:eover, the fact that so little is said
aboot ColOtn-ed soldiers in the Secood W<rld War points to the
need that such a study ought to be undertaken.

Dit is egter eers met die verskyning van R.M. Packard se book (XX
tuberkul~ (1989) en veral Elaine Katz se proofskrif 1he White
Death: Silicosis (Miners' Phthisis) on the Wi~ersrand Gold
Mines 1886-1910 (University of the Witwatersrand, 1990) dat die
belangrike tema aan deeglike navcrsing en ontleding OOdetwerp is.
1he White Death is 'n verwerking van Katz se lywige proofskrif
(916 pp.) en, hrewel dit aansienlik ingekcrt en to.V. struktuur
heelwat aangepas is, is dit 'n werk wat cy diepgaande navcrsing
(XX baie jare berns.Very little archival research was undertaken and the bibliography

coosists largely of secxXldary SOtn'ces. In chapter seven, at least ooe
imlJ(rtJIDt wak was not coosulted. Regret-tably, the profound
ckx:ta'a1 thesis and several articles written by Louis Grundlingh
dealing with Black soldiers in the Secood Wcrld War are not found
amoog the list of cited SOtn'ces. South Africa in World War 11 is
n<X a deep anal}1ical study, but rather as one which tries to explain
Sooth Africa's part in the war in its simplest fmn to a largely noo-
~ic audience. This study is also nct what social histcrians
recently termed a "war and society" project, but rather ooe which
fits the "cb1un and trumpet" moold If seen in this light, then this
txxi: is a ~t welame additioo to the growing field of military
histay. However, social histcrians waking within the "war and
society" panldigm willl(X*: at this wcrk with a bit mcre scepticism
as it ~ not ~ to their approoch which places war in its
IXf:f?ef socio-histcrical axltext, explaining how war is seen as a

tool fcr social transfcrmatioo.

The White Death is verdeel in 10 hoofstukke. Dit is Die bIcxt 'n
chrooologiese versiag van die vmkcms en effek van myntering ~
die goodmyne van die Witwatersrand tussen die jare 1886 en 1910
Die. Die Skrywer probeer eerder deur ~ bepaalde temas te
koosentreer die geweidige impak van die Ioogsiekte ~ die
mynwerkers en mynbedryf in die reistief kcrt perl<X!e ootleed
Aangesien myntering met die ootwikkeling van diepremynboo
saamhang, bet dit eers Iaat in die 1890's ~ die goodmyne aan die
Rand begin vOC1k<m.

Katz probeer in die book verskeie oogmerke bereik. Sy wil
aantcxn waanm myntering ~ die Witwatersrand, meer as elders
in die w8reld, so 'n d(x)elike siekte was. Sy plass, cm die <icel te
bereik, myntering in die breere kooteks van die verhoudinge tussen
staat, kapitaal en arbeid Sy wil oci< terselfdert)ti On book skryf wat
(XI die lewe van gewooe arbeiders handel -'n s<Xrt van "histay
fum below" cm aan te tcxn boo die mynwerkers oci< to.v. die
dOOelike siekte deur die kapitaliste uitgebuit en aan hulle lc-.
(XIgelaat is.

~pite these reservatioos, a publicatioo of this magnitude, is
always a welccme aLklitioo to any academic discipline as it n<x. ooly
widens oor research haizoos, but also has the potential to reach a

wider noo-military audience. Military histCIians, ex-soldiers,
military en~usiasts and crdinary peqJle who lived and
experienced the Secood Wcrld War shoold read this bcd with
great interest as it brings back food and sad memcries of the War

which ended fifty)\:arS ago.

The White Death se sterkte Ie daarin dat dit lit it heel aDder hook
na die goo<hDynbedt'yf kyk. Met die vergrootglas ~ die swak
tOOstande onder in die myne; die geweldige hoeveelhede skadelike
stof wat deur meganiese rasboce ~aak is; &e aansienlike en
stygende sterfiesyfer alder die oodergroodse myners -vera! die
blanke mynwerkers -en die Skynbare argelose hooding van die
mynbase en regerings wat, volgens Katz, profyte en ink<xnste bo
menselewens gestel het, woo nog it donker kant van die

mynbedt'yf bl(XJtgele.

Russel Vlljren
University of South Africa

E. Katz The White Death. Silicosis on the Witwatersrand Gold
Mines 1886-1910. Witwatersrand University Press, 1994.
xiii+284 pp, endn<Xe, bibl. en indeks. Katz kyk redelik indringend na die ontwikkeling van die vraagstuk

van myntering en die pogings van die mynbase cm tc:t 'n begrip te
kcm van die aard en cmVang van die siekte. cx»c die wI van die
ooderskeie regerings -Kruger, Milner veral, as<d Het Yolk -

wocd nookelnig oodersook en in die beskuldigdebank geplaas. Die
Skrywer se dieptekennis van die tema, haar duidelike f~spunte
en natumlike skryfStyl maak dat die ~k die leser aanspreek en
uitdaag cm ~ standpunte, benaderings en verooderstellings te
reageer. Dit is me 'n "neutrale" werk me.

Histlrici f<i<:us al jare lank ~ die geskiedenis van die
goodmynj)e(hyf aan die Witwatersrand sedert die ontdekking van
die edelmetaal in 1886. Oc.' die rol van die gon<hnyne in die stl)d
wssen ~ en Brit is talle bc:x:ke reeds geskl'ywe en met die groter
klem op ~iale geskiedenis die afgelqJe twee tot drie dekades bet
die klem al hre meer ~ arbeid en arlJeidsa'ganisasies begin val.
Dit is veml die welke van D. Yudelman, Alan Jeeves, F.A
JOOnstone, P. HaJries e.a. wat die onderlinge verhoudinge tussen
die mynbase, die staat en die arbeiders ondersoek en met nuwe,
S(XDS cxnstrede, interpretasies na VCl'e gekcm bet.

Die swak punt van die ~ Ie in die oogenuanseerde bantering
van 'n liters kcmplekse verskynsel wat me alleen met arbeid en
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