
die <x:rJci:. aanleiding gegee bet, ~ geidentifiseer. Dit blyk egreT
duidelik dat botsende grood- en grensaansprake en die inteweeg
van bJanke Ixere in hierdie gebied die hoofo:rsake van die
kontlikte was. Die cx:xlci:. en skeImutselings self wocd deegiik
bespreek en afgewisseJ met verduidelikings van die pogings wat
die Kaapse regering aangewend bet <m die: grens te rrobeer
stabiliseer. Sketskaarte van die groter kontlikte SOU ~tlik
gehelp bet <m 'n beter indruk van bewegings en teenbewegingstydens <x:rlci:. te verkry. .

~ it valid to employ a peri<Xlisanoo based 00 administt"ative
changes when the wm is essentially a SOOO-axJ(lcmic histcry of
the ccmmunity? Perhaps the peri<Xlisatioo shoold have been m<Ie
cl~ly linked to structural changes in the politiC3.l C(;OO<my? Or
perhaps the withdrawal of the lMS frtm the Cape Colooy and

Bethelsdcrp's subsajuent change fu:m church to secular cootrol
~ equally significant?

Appel's offers a thcrough -in s<me respects, painstakingly detailed
-study of majcr develcyments in the life of the Bethelsdcrp
~unity. The thematic structure of chapters 3 to 10 cover ~ics
such as demography, pr<1Jel1y ownership, ~crnic activities, local

administratioo, dturch matters, edlx:atioo and social cooditioos.
Given the extended perioo of the swdy, it is oct altogether
unexpected that the treatment of certain themes is rather uneven.
This is in keeping oct only the authcr's prerogative to select
material, but also seems to reflect the nature of the available
evidence. When discussing sources in the introouctioo, Appel
laments the lack of cral testimooy. Fcr this reasoo, the voices of

Bethelsdcrp residents are coospiCtDJSly silent Whilst Appel's
~h dres crt pUIpCrt to be anything other than an empirical,
the wcrk lacks any sense of the way in which the ~le of

Bethelsdcrp per1:eived their own experiences and provides a ooe-
dimensiooal pcrtrait of the ~unit).. Appel dres acknowledge
that the ccmmunity was not mooolithic, but dres not really explcre
this be}OOd the racial and ethnic make-up of Bethelsdcrp's
inhabitants.

Dit is insiggewend hre die geskiedenis van die deel van Suid-
Afrika in 'n groot mate <X:reenk<m met gebeure in die suidelike
dele van Suidwes-Afrika t)Uens dieselfde t)dperk. Dit ~ dat
mensgeskepte afbakenings ~ die Nm-dgrens nie histl:riese
~esse afbaken nie. Die probleme wat die Bresmans en
Namakwas in die Ncxrdkaap oodervind bet was byna S(Q'tgelyk
aan by. die wat die Namas van Suidwes-Afrika ondervind bet. Die
inbeweeg van blanke trek~ in die suidelike dele van Namibie
bet ook die ~isie van tradisiooele grood en grense befuvl<XXi

B~ se studie is lank en in<hingend en enkele relevante kaaI1e
en f~'s ~ verskaf. Die indeling is sinvol en 'n geIruiklike
skIyfstyi wad gevolg. Die h<x:veelbeid en verskeidenheid ~e
bei:ndruk. Hierdie is 'n waardevolle studie wat die minder bekende
kooflikte in die geskiedenis van Suid-Afrika belig.

E.R. Ccetzee
RAU This aaxxmt shows that the qualit). of life of the Bethelsdap

a:mmunity became a ma-e pressing ~cem than spiritual
sustenance dwing i~ transfmnatioo fran a missioo statioo into a
laboor pool fcr fut EliZJibeth. The impact of socio-econcrnic (and
to a lesser extent, political) changes 00 a Khoi-cwn-ColourOO
a:mmunity are analysc:i in the ~text of Bethelsdcrp's integratioo
in the regiooal ecoocmy and ~C(lnjtant demographic changes in
the greater fut EliZJibeth area. Histcrically, Bethelsdap was and
still is a marginalisOO a:mmunity. The Coogregatiooal Church 00
the criginal missioo site has been ~ as a tribute to the
endeavocs of the missiooaries aIKi ministers of the ga;pel.
Although a mooument of a bygooe aa, it still serves the spiritual
needs of a sectioo of the a:mmunity. But it stands s<mewhat
incoogruously amidst the poverty of much of the Bethelsdap area
tOOay.
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Bethelsd<xp is a well known name in the histcriograpby of Sooth
African missioos. The extant litemnn-e 00 BethelsdCl-p is ~t
wholly aXJcerned v.ith the early da~ of the loodoo Missiooary
Society statioo when it is invariably associated with a:m~iaJ
figures like Van der Kemp, James Read and Dr John ~p. little
has been written fX published 00 the subsequent histcry of
Bethelsd<xp. Andre Appel seeks to ~ss this imbalance.

In the intnxluction, Appel sets himself the task of identifying and
examining significant socio-econcmic changes in the life of a cl~-
knit KOOkhoi mission c<mmunity which eventually devel~ into
a much larger and heterogeneoos society on Pcrt ~'s
periphery. During this time, Bethelsdap carne to incluck: fOOf
residential areas; the eJ1)'twhile mission station (a: village) itself,
Kleinskool, Veeplaas and Missionvale. The social transfCImarion
and geographical expansion of the study poses particular prOOiems
fa: the autha:.lt beccmes necessary fa: Appel to clearly define who
he is writing about at any given time, which is accentuateA:l by the
largely thematic treatment of the subject.

GaIyBaines
Rb<xles University

Appel's peri<Xlisatioo begs the questioo of what criteria were ~
to determine the beginning and end poin~ of this study. In the first
chapter. entitled '1828: "Annus Mirabilis"?, he ex~ the
impact of Ordinanre 50 and, tangentially, makes the case fa:
seeing that ~ as a watershed in the hislay of the Bethelsdc:xp
C(Innlunity. The Soo:XId chapter provides a reswne of the pericxi
1803 t(X 1828. The remaining chapters provide coverage of ~n
themes fa: the duratioo of the study pericxi. But Appel n<:Mobere
makes a case fa: seeing 1945 as a nlming point In that ~
Bethelsdap was inca1xrated within the boondarles of the PE
Divisiooal Council. Did 1945 malt a significant departure iran
the relative autoo<my of previoos OOministnitioos such as the
Council of Supervisa:s (18~1922) and Local Boord (192245)?
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