
Donald P. Mc Cracken and Patricia A. ~Ic Cracken: Natal:
the garden colony: victorian Natal and the royal botanic
gardens, Kew.

In ~lusioo, I belit:ve that this volwne clearly illustrates the
piv<1.al role that DooaJ Mc Cracken enjoys as Natal's m~t eminent
botanical histcrian. The total impact of this enthralling volwne is
that it is indeed a laboor of love.

This lovely book:, prcx:luced by the histcrian ProfesS<X" Dooal Mc
Cracken and his journalist wife, Patricia, fills a very important gap
in the histcriography of KwaZulu/Natal. This is the first scientific
volume presenting the botany of Natal in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. In particular. it specifically loc*=.s at the relationship
Natal's Botanists nurtured with Kew Gardens in England and the
generous help they received frcm Kew and therefoce the British
Empire. The key role of Kew Gardens throughout the British
Empire is presented in an infmnative manner. Also, one gains
real insight into the histocy of Kew Gardens it;elf. Foc anyone who
loves Kwa Zulu/Natal and enjoys its rich and beautiful floca, this
delightful volume is a "must" foc their shelves.

TooyCubbin
Univen;ity of Zululand

Mariam Basner: Am J an African? 1he Political Memoirs of
H.M. Basner. Wi~'a1ersrand University Press. Johannesburg,
1993. ISBN 1868-142108. prys: R68.40

Hierdie is 'n verhelderende b<x:k \XX die aard van politieke
aktiwilcit buite die Blanke Suid-Afrikaanse parlemenrere politiek
tussen 1930 en 1947. Die skrywer, Miriam Basner. was 'n sosiale
antn1JOloog, wat as sekretaresse vir H.M. Basner ~gettee bet
terwyI by senatcr was wssen 1943 en 1947. Die bele werk is egter
nie deur Miriam Basner self geskryf nie. H.M. Basner bet self 'n
autOOiografie begin SkI)f v\XXdat by in 1977 \XXlede is. Navocsers
van die Universiteit \"aD die Witwatersrand bet ook in die 1970's
Basner in Brittanje bescek en onderhoude methctn gevcx:r. T(XD
LOOge bet uiteindelik in 1992 die manuskrip finaal afgerond vir

publikasie.

The narrative reads easily and is very enjoyable. probably also due
to the fact that the text is ~ too lengthy. \\'hat is really helpful is
the generoos nwnber of graphical botanical paintings. especially
those of Marianne Ncrth. There are also a number of valuable and
fascinating histocical photographs of the maiD ~otagonists.

The text is tastefully presented and is sup~ by an excellent
select bibliography, full index and other helrful aid.;, The only
detracting feature of the particular bcdc I =ived is that the
binding is nol. secure.

Dit is die fasinerende lewensverhaJ3l van Hermann Meyer Basner
(Hermann is verander na Hyman kat na die Eerste Wereldculog
uit vrees vir reaksie by die skool teen sy "Duitse" naam). Basner is
in 1905 in Latvie gebcre en bet in 1912 na Suid-Afrika ge-
irnmigreer Saam met ~ ouers. Sy hele lewe is gekenrnerk deur sy
besocgdheid cu die la van Swartmense in Suid-Afrika. Basner
was 'n kcmmunisties gecrienteerde anti-kapitalis wat homself 'n
Marxis gencem bet. Hy bet probeer 00l die Swartmense wat deur
die opkOOlende kapitalistiese transfcxmasie van die platteland
ooderdruk is, se belange te verdedig. Basner bet sy fokus gerig op
die mobilisasie van Swartmense tot politieke aktiwiteit vera!
politieke aktiwiteit buite die amptelik ge"institusiooaliseerde Swart
politiek ocn. Hierdie hoek gee juis aandag aan hce Basner
Swartmense op die platteland gernobiliseer bet sooat bulle
uiteindelik bulle stem laat hcu bet. Basner se optrede in die
landelike gebiede wCl"d beskou as die grondslag van sistematiese
ocganisasie <:.:i(. in die stedelike gebiede ooder verarmde Swartes.
Basner bet hocnself bek:waam as prokureur, maar bet in sy poging
ocn Swartmense te help en bulle regte te verdedig, arm gesterf. Hy
is <:.:i(. van die prokureursrol geskraap, ocndat hy nie volledige
opgawes van sy op~ vir kliente (hoofsaaklik Swatmese) koo
verskaf Die.

What a difference Kew made to Natal. The many wardian cases
sent frcm Kew mttained inter alia. breadfruit Arabian coffee.
guava. ginger. litchi. mango. paw-paw. Assan tea. cayenne. queen
pineapple and uba sugar cane.

Among the flowers that arrived were Chr:'SaIJthemwns. Roses.
Dahlias. Camellias, Geraniwns, Rhoo(xjendrons, Magnolias,
Az2leas. Cacti. Fuschia and Hibiscus.

Scme of the trees introiuced were blue gUID5. black wattle, figs,
cedar, cypresses and jacaran<!as. The list of .::k:spatches on pages
83/4 makes fcr intriguing reading as one identifies not only the
beautiful flowers but also the cash crops that ~ such a beneficial
econcmic effect on the garden province. During the 19th century
many dedicated bc:xanists inculcated a love foc flcra in K wa
Zulu/Natal. In 1874 it was recorded that: "I have known people
take trees in open boxes 400-500 miles in ox wagons and no one
would do that except fcr the love of them". (p.54). The effect of
this tree planting was euphocically noted by the same authoc who
noted: "... the brown windblown sunburnt hell of fiftren years ago
and the gJeen cool damp sweet shade of the ~nt" (p. 55). Hierdie b<x:k beskryf baarfyn hcmat Basner die paternalisme van

die libenilisme s~ ver:gestalt in die Joint Council Movement, die
Insuwte of Race Relatims en persone s~ John David Rheinnallt
Jooes. verafsku bet. Basner bet Swartmense gewaarsku teen valse
profete en die liberale ideologic bet vir h<m beleidsrigungs van
segregasie ooderskryf en Die dit fundamenteel teengestaan nie.
Hierdie b<x:k skets Basner se lewenslange stJ"yd teen aImoede en
veroon-egung. Dit ..-ettel van sy lewe in 0lI Johannesburg as
laerskool leerling. sy ~kooldae op Jeppe Hcerskool en sy
mislukte studie in die VSA (UCLA Law School). Sy vader se
finansiele veI'knming in Suid-Afrika bet h<m uiteindelik verplig
<m terug te keer daarileen. Terug in Johannesburg bet hy as
leerklerk by 'n prokureursfinna aangesluit en daar in aanraking
gek<m met Swar1mensc: wat na sy mening. die slagoffers van
apartheid was. Dit was in die kriminele bowe dat Basner sy

Natal had also provided Kew with a reciprocal seIVice and
botanically pla)\:d a remarkable leading role within the British
Empire. An interesting effect 00 Kew is illustrated by this
quctatioo foond 00 p. 64 "... the fcreman of the arlxreturn, William
Dallirnoce, was nicknamed De Wet by the ~tices lJe(:ause they
never knew when he was going to sneak up 00 them."

The authcrs cooclude that "the Natal-Kew link had n~ only served
to present to the British public a ~itive as~ of a troobleS<me
colony, but it had also inspired Natalians to lake a pride in their

garden colony."
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