
does go a long way in explaining the peculiar (to outsiders) behaviour of
rhe English inhabitanrs of Natal and rheir clinging to rhe idea of a separate
identity in what has jokingly been called the 'last outpost of the British
Empire'.
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).C.A. BoEYENs. 'Die konflik tussen die Venda en die Blankes in UansvaaI,
1864-1869'. Archives ~arbook.for South Afrzi;an history 53(2). Govemment
Printer: Pretoria, 1990. 114 pp. Illus. RI0,00 (inclusive).
ISBN 079701666X.

The history (1848-1867) of Schoemansdal, the most northern Voortrekker
settlement of the erstWhile Zuid-Mrikaansche Republiek, is the. ideal ptoto-
rype for a cameo study of relations, adjustments and conflict between settlers
of European origin and indigenous communities on the 19th century ftontier
in Southern Mrica. Several historians have thus far done extensive research on
this particular subject.

In most cases attention was given to the history of Schoemansdal, colourful
leaders and- the influence that the evacuation of the village had on later
white settlement in the Notthern Transvaal.

Boeyens, in the work under discussion, concentrated in particular on the
conflict between the Venda community and the Transvaalers. It is largely
based on primary sources, the findings of earlier researchers, as well as the
valuable information gathered by NJ. van Warmelo by means of oral
tradition earlier this century. The result is a praiseworthy attempt to get
to the essence of the factors responsible for the regional conflict.

The ~uthor succeeded ~ll in pointing out the internal political relations
and intrigues among the respective Venda and Tsonga communiry leaders.
Insufficient attention is, however, given to diplomatic offensives to win,
for example, the suppott of the Swazi in the military campaign of Stephanus
Schoeman against the Venda in 1867-1868. More attention could also have
been given to the crucial role played by )oao Albasini as local ruler and
key political figure at the time. This criticism may, however, be unfounded
when considered against the backgtound of the work already done by OJ.O.
Fetreira and BJ. de Vaal.

An important aspect which is dealt with comprehensively is the disuniry
among the whites when the defence and maintenance of the northernmost
ftontier of the state was at stake. The reasons for the evacuation of Schoe-
mansdal were numerous and extremely complex as a result of the political
intrigues in the ZAR as a whole and Notthern Transvaal in particular.

SJ.P. Kruger, the future state president, who served as military com-
mander during the campaign of 1867, was officially cleared of all possible
blame. Yet, for many years to come he was unofficially held responsible
for the evacuation of the village. The reluctance of the citizens to perform
commando duty, as well as an apparent shotrage of ammunition in the
ZAR at the time, suggests that the young pioneering republic was conftonted
with a multitude of political ptoblems.

The author does, however, not dare to make any broad statements and
confmes himself instead to the subject of local political conflict -in itself a
praiseworthy apptoach. Etrors of other researchers are indicated and subjec-
ted to criticism based on existing primary sources. As a whole the work
is sound and a good contribution to the history of the Soutpansberg district
in the 19th century.

JOHANN WN. TEMPELHOFF
University of the North

B. LE CORDEUR (ed,). The journal of Charles Lennox Stretch. Maskew Miller
Longman: Cape Town/Rhodes University: Grahamstown, 1988. 214 pp. Price
unknown.
ISBN 0636011364.

This book is the eighth in the Grahamstown series published by Rhodes
University. This panicular volume tells of the experiences of Stretch during
the 1835 frontier war against the Xhosa. Most of the text of Stretch's journal
was recorded in the field and the campaign in the Amathole Mountains
(where he served as a captain in the 2nd Battalion of Provisional Colonial
Infantty of Khoi) is seen through his eyes. Stretch was also involved in the
negotiations with the Xhosa chiefs Maqoma and Tyhali.

In his text Stretch does not corne across as the stereotype colonial official,
nor does he take the pan of the English settlers and Mrikaner Boers. He
is critical of colonial policy towards the Xhosa, the behaviour of the regular
army officers during the campaign as well as the actions of Governor
D'Urban concerning the mutilation of Hintsa's body. He blamed the
'reprisals' system as well as the land hunger of white farmers for the problems
on the Eastern Cape frontier. His disapproval of colonial actions was further
reinforced by the atrocities committed against Xhosa women and children.
Stretch's journals highlight one of the major frontier campaigns at the stan of
that long process on the frontier whereby the Xhosa people were dispossessed
of their land by white settlers and forced to enter into the labour economy.

ANDRE WESSELS (red.). Die oorlogsherin-
neringe van kommandant Jacob Petrus Neser:
Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir Wetenskap en
Kuns in samewerking met die Oorlogsmuseum
van die Boererepublieke: Bloemfontein, 1987.
131 pp. GeIll. R17,00 (inklusief).
ISBN 0379 4695 7.

Net soos dagboeke kan opgetekende persoon-
like herinneringe beskou word as belangrike
historiese bronne. Sulke geskrifte is nie net vir
die historikus en in besonder vir die biograaf
van waarde nie, maar met die nodige voor-
behoude, oak vir ander vakdissiplines soos
kultuurgeskiedenis, taalkunde, ens.

Die belangstelling in hierdie vorm van nie-amptelike geskiedskrywing
bet in Suid-Mrika in die moderne tyd merkbaar toegeneem. Hiervan getuig
die groeiende getal oorlogsdagboeke en herinneringsgeskrifte wat deur die
Instituut vir Geskiedenisnavorsing van die RGN gepubliseer word. Oak
ander reekse soos die Christiaan de Wet-annale bet in hierdie verband al
goeie bydraes gemaak. Die jongste (nr. 7) in laasgenoemde reeks handel
oar die wedervaringe van Japie Neser gedurende die Anglo-Boereoorlog

(1899-1902).
Indien persoonlike herinneringe, net soos dagboeke, as historiese bran

van enige waarde wil wees, is die skrywer se objektiwiteit en eerlikheid 'n
belangrike vereiste. Dit is bier waar goeie annotering en redigering noodsaak-
lik word ten einde 'n gesonde balans en geloofwaardigheid in die eind-
produk te verseker. In die geval van Neser se herinneringe bet Andre Wessels
horn as redakteur besonder goed van hierdie taak gekwyt.

Neser bet as Kaapse rebel die oorlog van begin tot einde meegemaak.
Sy wedervaringe is egter eelS etlike jare na die oorlog opgeteken en wel
deur vier verskillende persone, onafhanklik van mekaar. Wessels bet daarin
geslaag om die vier weergawes sinvol te verwerk tot een geIntegreerde venel-
ling. Dit is duidelik dat die redakteur baie moeite gedoen bet om die herin-
neringe so volledig moontlik te annoteer. Wat sy taak aansienlik moes
bemoeilik bet, was die gebrek aan datums in die teks en die feit dat Neser
se geheue horn dikwels in die steek gelaat bet, veral met die verloop van
die oorlog.

Die waarde van die publikasie kon verhoog gewees bet deur die invoeging
van een of tWee kaane wat die venellinge tot 'n groat mate kon aanvul.
Min mense ken die geografie van Noordwes-Kaapland goed genoeg om
die bewegings van die kommando's sander 'n kaan te kan volg. En waarom
die teks nie in hoofstukke ingedeel is nie, is oak nie duidelik nie. Ander
tekonkominge is die inkonsekwente gebtuik van hakies in die voetnote (kyk
o.m. p. 17) en die gebruik van Ibid. wat soms misleidend is (kyk o.m. p.
22 (voemoot 38) en p. 28 (voemoot 60) waar in beide gevalle dit onduidelik
is of na Breytenbach of Amety verwys word).

Ten spyte van bogenoemde kritiek en 'n paar 'onvermydelike' spel- en/of
drukfoute (bv. 1817 i.p.v. 1917 op p. 11) is dit 'n puik stuk werk. Die goeie
Inleiding, die paar foto's en die volledige bronnelys en register verhoog
die waarde van die geskrif as 'n naslaanbron.

Die grootste waarde, myns insiens, van die herinneringe is Neser se
persoonlike siening van gebeure en van sekere persone. Sy kritiek teen
sommige leiers, en vera! sy skerp reaksie teenoor genl. Smuts, is insiggewend.
'n Mens wonder egter hoe waar Neser se venelling is dat by, toe Smuts
aan bulle in die Noordwes-Kaap die tyding gebring bet dat die Boereleiers by
Vereeniging oorgegee bet en die Kaapse rebelle aan bulle lot oorgelaat is,
teenoor Smuts sou uitgeroep bet: jy bet ons gaan venaai' en wat daarop
gevolg bet (p. 103). Het Neser toe reeds so teenoor Smuts gevoel of bet
hy horn laat beInvloed deur die gebeure van 1914 toe sy herinneringe aan
die Anglo-Boereoorlog jare later opgeteken is?

Dit is interessant dat Kimon Neophyte in 'n konverhaal reeds etlike jare
gelede dieselfde insident as kerngedagte gebruik bet: 'He (Smuts) returned
to them saying that he had capitulated. They wept and fell on the ground
in despair and disbelief. Japie Nesser (sic) bellowed: jan Smuts, you have
betrayed us, 'But whatJapie did not know was that ...Smuts sacrificed his
people's independence for a greater unity with the collective entity of
humanity, which the Greeks called Kosmos.'

L. CHANGUION
Universiteit van die Noorde
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