
Appel slaag meesterlik daarin om die beeld van sy finale bevinding,
naamlik die vestiging van 'n goed-gedifferensieerde plartelandse gemeenskap
in Oudtshoorn en die distrik (p. 3231), oor te dra. In die proses bet die
natuurlandskap ingrypend verander en is die vestigingspatroon grootliks
deur die beskikbaarheid van water en die bodemgesteldheid bepaal. Die
oorwinning oor isolasie vanwee topografiese hindernisse en die bepalende
rol wat kerk en onderwys in gemeenskapsonrwikkeling gespeel bet, geruig
ten slotte van die aktualiteit van studies van hierdie aard.

Appel bet 'n gemaklike, onderhoudende sryl en inligting wat baie maklik
tot 'n sieldodende kroniekskrywery aanleiding kon gegee bet, word verhelder
en verlewendig met deurlopende evaluerings, verklarings en interpretasies.

Die skrywer se uitgebreide literatuursrudie, sy knap gebruik van ou reis-
beskrywings en vera! die menigte argivale bronne wat gefynkam is, dien
as getuigskrif vir die deeglikheid en amperse deernis waarmee hy met sy
tema omgaan.

Op die koop toe is claar die omvangryke indeks om die leser te begelei
in moontlike soektogte na plek- of persoonsname in die lywige en gedetail-
leerde werk.

P.R VAN DER SCHYFF
Potchefstroomse Universiteit vir CHO
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P. BoNNER et al (eds). Holding_their ground:
cll1SS, locality and culturei" 19th and 20th
century South Africa. History Workshop 4.
Ravan Press & WitWatersrand University Press:
Johannesburg, 1989.318 pp. lIIus. R34,95 (ex-
clusive ).
ISBN 0 86975 398 3.

Since itS first publication in 1979 the History
Workshop series has established itself as a show-
case of revisionist writers of South Mrica history.
This work is a selection of papers read at the
fourth History Workshop Conference at the
Universiry of the Witwatersrand held in februa-
ry 1987. While the open day of the 1987 work-

shop -intended 'to involve people in reinterpreting their past' (p. vi)
-is discussed in the preface, the book is rather a reflection of the academic
parr of the workshop.

As with previous workshops, the theme of the conference -'The making
of class' -reflects the approach of historical materialism to the history
of South Africa. The nine papers (not eight as mentioned on p. 1) were
apparently selected as representative of the issues community, class, culture
and consciousness.

In the introduction by Bonner and wdge themes relevant to the nine
papers are discussed. These include the creation and defence of illegal space
by black urban communities as well as the establishment of an alternative
cultural milieu in these communities. The issue of ethnicity, the political
co-option of sections of black society to it and resistance against it are also
addressed in a few papers.

As was the case with previous books in the series, the local/regional
emphasis of papers remains a strong point. The papers by La Hausse and
Edwards about aspectS of life in the city of Durban clearly illustrate the
value of such studies to highlight the local character of events. La Hausse
looks at the development of a distinct local political culture in Durban
during 1925-1930 with specific reference to the relationship between the
labouring poor in Durban and the ICU yase Natal. In his paper Edwards
shows that the co-operative movement was the real base for Mrican political
expression during the late 1940s in Durban while the political parties and
trade unions were stagnating.

Eales looks at the inclusion of African women under the curfew regulations
in Johannesburg in 1925 and 1930. She emphasizes the important role of
class in the protest against this extension of the pass laws. While the resistan-
ce against the pass laws can be easily viewed as a unified response, Eales
indicates that the reaction of the African middle classes in Johannesburg
was based on the erosion of their status as a distinct and privileged elite.

Sapire's paper clearly illustrates the value of historical focus on the locality
or region. She discusses the patterns of permanent African settlement in
the small Reef town of Brakpan prior to the establishment of a separate
location ~or the 4-f~ican inhabitants in 1927. The paper demonstra~es th.at
not even In the Witwatersrand area (usually treated as a geographic Unit)
did the evolution of urban segregation take place in a typical way.

In his discussion of the role of the liberally inspired joint councils in
black politics in the Orange Free State during 1925-1942, Rich also examines
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A. ApPEL. 'Die distrik Oudtshoorn tot die tagtigerjare van die 19de eeu:
'n sosio-ekonomiese studie'. ArgiejjllQrboek vir Sutil-AfiikI1anse geskiedenir
51(2). Staatsdtukker: Pretoria, 1988. 368 pp. RI0,OO (inklusief).
ISBN 0797 0123 70.

Met hierdie studie bet Appel 'n braakland betree, want die Klein-
Karoogebied wac aan weetskante deur bergreekse geIsoleer word, bet groot-
liks ook die aandag van die geskiedskrywing ontdaan gebly. Die skrywer
verdien dus ten volle die self-opgeeisde krediet vir 'die eerite paging om
'n wetenskaplike verantwoorde sintese van die vescigings- en eerste ontwik-
kelingsfase van die distrik Oudtshoorn' aan ons voor te hou (p. xvi).

Appel se fokuspunt is 'daardie lewensfere wac met wisselende intensiteit as
historiese faktore in die studiegebied opgetree bet' (p. xvii). In die proses
moes hy 'kostelike genealogiese, antikwariese en biografiese vondse of
gewoon prikkelende nuusbrokkies' agtetwee laat'. Oak hied hierdie werk
geensins 'n omvattende administraciewe en policieke geskiedenis nie (p. xvii).

En tog is dit na tydspan/omvang en inhoud steeds 'n indtukwekkende
stuk werk. Dit begin met die identifisering en behandeling van calle fasette
van die sosiaal-ekonomiese geskiedenis van die distrik Oudtshoorn vanaf
die oopstelling van die gebied teen die helfte van die 18de eeu, tot in die
tagtigerjare van die 1ge eeu. Appel begin sy storie by die tuiltogte watJan
van Riebeeck en sy opvolgers die binneland ingeStuur bet en wac met verloop
van tyd meerdere kennis oor die onmeetbare tuimtes van die binneland
verskaf bet, en waardeur die weg vir die veeboerpioniers voorberei is.

Star vir star neem die skrywer ons via sy uitgebreide bronnelys die binne-
land in, totdat die gebied begin volloop met setlaars en 'n lewenskragtige
gemeenskap sy beslag kry. Die besettingsfase word deurentyd op oortuigeqde
wyse binne die breer milieu van die veeboerbeweging en die algemene lands-

geskiedenis geskets.
Die pioniers en hul doen en late in die romantiese Kannaland, wac skyn-

baar bloot 'n 'populere geografiese verwysing' was (p. 20), word in nege
hoofstukke in die eerste afdeling beskryf. In die tweede afdeling (vyfhoof-
stukke) kom die Agterbergse streke aan die beun en in die derde afdeling
word gefokus op Oudtshoorn seden formele dorpstigting in 1848 (ses hoof-

stukke).
Die skrywer se chronologies-tematiese benadering word baie effektief

benut om onderskeibare tydperke of Eases in die ontwikkelingsgeskiedenis
van Oudtshoorn sowel as die vernaamste fasette van die samelewing uit
te lig. Bestuur, ekonomie, verbindingswee en kommunikasie, kerklike lewe
en onderwys, en bevolkingsgroepe word noukeurig en uitVoerig, aan die
hand van navorsing van hoogstaande gehalte, beskryf en beredeneer. In
die laaste hoofstuk word 'n aantal sake behandel wac nie elders ingepas
bet nie, soos behuising, mediese en gesondheidsdienste, verenigingslewe,
span en watenoevoer. Die studie word clan afgesluit met die integrering
van die studiegebied binne die breere Suid-Afrikaanse opset van destyds
(p. 313 e.v.).

Oudtshoorn is natuurlik veral bekend vir die volsttuisbedryf. Hoewel
die oorsprong daarvan nie bo aile twyfel bepaal kan word rue (p. 179), word
die geskiedenis van die 'grootste enkele ingtyping op die tradisionele
ekonomiese bestaanspatroon in die distrik' (p. 322) ontrafel. Die aandag
word ook gevescig op 'n beheptheid met die bedryf (p. 181). Die wisselende
volsttuismark, wac op 'n keer sterk bemvloed is deur die gebtuik van vol-
sttuisvere deur koningin Victoria tydens 'n Britse parlementsopening, bet
waarskuwings laat opgaan om nie aI die eiers onder een hen te sit nie (pp.
186-187). Dit bet egter eers die finale ineenstoning van die mark in 1914
gekos om die Yeeisydige akkerboubedryf van die distrik tot sy reg te laat kom.

'n Voorbeeld van hoe die natuur en die omgewing sy invloed op die mens
uitgeoefen bet, is te vind in die sterk neiging tot groepsorientering, wac
inteling en ondenrouety tussen mense van dieselfde sueek, in die Mrikaanse
sowel as die Engelse gemeenskappe (pp. 291-292), tot gevolg gehad bet.
Appel vat dit so saam: 'Maar op die intiem persoonlike vlak bet 'n tradisio-
nele voorkeur vir die eie sosiale groep bulle feitlik uitsluitlik nag binne
die grense van die omringende natuurlandskap gehou' (p. 320).

Die natuurlike beperkinge is egter deur verbeterde kommunikasie oorwin
en op ekonomiese en politieke gebied kon ver buite die eie omgewing
beweeg word. Direkte politieke veneenwoordiging in die koloniale regering
(p. 315 e.v.) bet 'n koloniale bewussyn gekweek terwyl die koms van koerante
in die gebied vir baie mense 'n 'poort na die buitewereld' was (p. 319).

'n Ander sosiaal-maatskaplike kenmerk wac ontbloot word, is die relatief
ongunstige prentjie van huisvestingstandaarde aan die begin van die negen-
tigerjare van die 19de eeu. Slegs 'n klein groepie mense se finansiele ver-
moens was sodanig dat hul verbeterde maatskaplike posisie in grocer en
luukser wonings neerslag gevind bet; origens bet Oudtshoorn maar swak
afgesteek by die res van Kaapland en was twee derdes van aile huise teen
die tyd nag tradisionele hanbeeshuise of moddersooihutte (pp. 297-298).

Wac vreemd orval is dat die 'geskiedenis' van die Kango-grotte nie venel
word nie. As topografie-verskynsel en toeriste-aantreklikheid wac mettertyd
'n groot invloed op rowel die ekonomie as die 'oopstelling' van die gebied
sou he, verdien die grotte seker meer as die paar tetloopse verwysings daarna.



the activity of the joint council movement on local level with regard to
trading licences for blacks in Kroonstad. Hyslop indicates in his paper that
the inability of the school boards and school committees to win popular
support on local level contributed greatly towards the failure of BantU educa-

tion during the period 1955-1976.
The much neglected issue of ethnicity is addressed by Delius in his paper

on the defeat of the Ndzundza chiefdom in 1883 and the response of the
Ndzundza Ndebele to the process of division and indenture. Delius views
the strong ethnic identity and traditional culture of the Southern Ndebele as
part of their reaction to conquest and dispossession. Hofmeyr looks at ethni-
city as expressed in the narrative of English settlers in the W.aterberg at
the tUrn of the centuty. like the Mrican communities, these settlers
attempted to 'create a sense of space and community' (p. 13) within their
new surroundings through writing about the region.

In the fmal contribution the value of local stUdies to describe the unique
character of a locality is clearly illustrated. Nasson uses oral evidence to
create a vivid pictUre of the leisure activities of the mostly working-class
inhabitants of District Six from the 1920s to the 1950s. He indicates how
these activities contributed to the shaping of their lives and to the creation of
a class consciousness among inhabitants.

The nine papers in this work cover a wide spectrum. As a result the book
will probably be consulted for a specific paper rather than be read from
cover to cover. NotWithstanding, it is another worthy contribution to the
Histoty Workshop tradition in South Africa.

M.M.B. LIEBENBERG
Human Sciences Research Council

A. DUMINY and B. GUEST (eds.). Natal and
Zululand from earliest times to 1910: a new
history. Shuter & Shooter: Pietermaritzburg,
1989. 489 pp. Illus. R49,95 (exclusive).
ISBN 0 86980 695 5.

The sixteen essays in th~s book deal with
vinually all the imponant aspects of the history
of the region of Natal and Zululand before
1910. Most are drawn from larger works or
ongoing research and receive more extended
treatment elsewhere. It is clear, however, that
this book has as its specific aim bringing the
most recent developments in research and
thinking about Natal and Zululand history to
a wide audience.

The different historians offer a critical commentary on the wide-ranging
research and debate into the economic, social and political history of Natal
and Zululand. Many of the authors provide a lucid and stimulating overview
of their subjects, malting clear the various interpretations cunently exercising
Natal historians, while at the same time offering a distinctiye and individual
point of view. It is a piry that one cannot say much more in a shott review
about each of the essays. Some chapters are better than others, but each
one is solid ~d some are exceptional. Wright and Hamilton, in panicular,
dtaw together the often highly speculative research into the history of African
state formation. The result is lucid and balanced. Colenbrander in his
chapter on the Zulu kingdom 1828-1879 is highly successful in putting
the details in a wider framework of political economy, vested interests and
attitudes, and offers a stimulating interpretation of the subject. Mention
should also be made of the first two chapters in this volume. Mazel and
Maggs offer both an excellent introduction to historical archaeology and
a confirmation of the vitality of the field.

Taken together the different chapters constitute the best arid most up-
to-date volume on the history of the region of Natal and Zululand before
1910 -a testament to the conscientious effons of the contributors and
the astUte judgements of the editors, who, in their strong introduction and
conclusion bring common threads together and indicate how the different
chapters complement each other in many satisfactory ways.

Like any work compiled by a number of historians it is bound to be criti-
cised on points of detail, style and analysis, but students of regional history
should find it a useful tool for developing informed judgements of the
period before 1910 in this area of Southern Mrica.

LUCILLE HEYDENRYCH
University of South Africa

J. BURMAN. In the footsteps of Lady Anne
Barnard. Human & Rousseau: Cape Town,
1990. 128 pp. IlIus. R49,95 (exclusive).
ISBN 0 7981 27600.

This is an attractive mosaic of anecdotes and
descriptions from the history of the south-
western Cape at the time of the first British
occupation (1795-1803). It is equally an in-
formative route map for a modern historical
treasure hunt, well illustrated by Lady Anne's
sketches as well as recent photographs of places
she visited.

Beginning with background information on
Lady Anne Barnard who accompanied her

husband (appointed as colonial secretary) to the Cape in 1797, Burman
also provides an account of the naval and military action in False Bay when
the British first occupied the Cape, almost tWo years before the Barnards'
arrival. With the aid of a good selection of illustrations, Burman presents
a nostalgic picture of the Cape Town and Stellenbosch of Lady Anne's day.
The major part of the volume is an account of the route taken by Lady
Anne and her husband during their first month of holiday in 1798. The
journey is illustrated by a map on the inside front and back covers.

Having crossed the Cape flats, the Barnards proceeded across the Hotten-
tots Holland Mountains. They passed the present Hermanus and visited
the 'drupkelder' near Gans Bay. Their route took them to the Zwarteberg
bath (Caiedon), Genadendal, Swellendam, the Land ofWaveren (Worcester
and Tulbagh), the Swartland and along the west coast back to Cape Town.
Burman's prime concern is the identification of the various farmsteads at
which Lady Anne and her entourage stayed, many of which have disap-
peared, others dubiously identifiable, while others have remained as famous

landmarks.
Where Lady Anne's impressions fail to provide information on the places

and people visited, Burman complements from the journals of other early
travellers such as Sparrman, Thunberg, Barrow, Burchell, Lichtenstein and
Teenstra, although his paraphrasing does not always do the original justice.

With his penchant for shipwrecks, Burman concludes with a lively account
of the wreck of the Sceptre in Table Bay on 5 November 1799.

The text is dotted with instructions to the motorist which interrupt an
othetWise pleasant historical reverie, while srylistic quirks, lapses into the
trite and personal intrusions by the author are a trifle discordant.

Burman has compiled a colourful and informative volume with much
detail for the traveller with an interest in history. While his information
is gleaned from acceptable sources, his sometimes vague statements and
absence of specific references make the work less valuable for the serious

reader.

G. Moss and I. OBERY (eds.). South Aftican
Relliew 5. Ravan Press: Braamfontein, 1989.
490 pp. R34,95 (exclusive).
ISBN 0869753940.

The fifth of these joint collaborative efforts
from Ravan Press and the Sourhern Mrican
Research Service (SARS) consists of 30 articles
from a wide range of individuals. Like the
previous reviews the anicles are grouped into
four sections -state and politics, Southern
African regional politics, labour and rural
politics. The sections do help in giving the book
some structure but the placement of cenain
connibutions is problematic. In particular the

placing of tWO implicitly anti-Inkatha pieces under the rubtic of rural politics
ignores the organisation's substantial and growing urban suppon base and
appears politically rather than intellectually motivated.

The nine articles in the first section cover the period betWeen the announ-
cement of the nation-wide state of emergency in June 1986 and the fall
ofP.W. Botha in 1989. In the words of one of the contributors the connibu-
tions survey the organisation and aims of the state and the response of popu-
lar movements (hence the exclusion of Inkatha in this section) thereto. The
articles inter alia examine the cennal policy-making and repressive roles
of the security forces in the above period, the 1989 parliamentary election,
the strategic tension within the ANC between scenarios based on insunec-
tion and negotiation, intraleft politics in the Western Cape, peoples' courts
and state attempts at deregulation and privatisation. (In the section on
labour there is also a contribution on the privatisation of working-class health

care.)
The six articles covering the regional politics of Southern Africa trace

the changing policies and balance of military forces within the region from
the mid to late 1980s. One contribution provides an overall cQmparison
of South Mrica's regional policy prior to Cuito Cuanavale (1988) and there-

JULIE 
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Caledon
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