
None of this, however, detracts from the overall impact of the study.
It is altogether a masterful and pioneering work. Exactly how advanced
it is can be guaged from the fact that although it took six years to be publish-
ed it has not become outdated -which is probably an indication of both
how pioneering it was in 1984 and how relatively unexplored the field of
medical history is in this country. It is to be hoped that members of the
Archives Commission will speedily follow up the publication of this work
with the publication of Elizabeth van Heyningen's 1989 study on poveny
and public health in Cape Town, which was also submined as a.Ph.D. thesis
at the University of Cape Town.

DENVER A. WEBB
Ciskei Historical Monuments Board

after, while another traces shifts in the country's regional policy since 1978
and divides it into six distinct phases. Others look specifically at (i) what
really occured militarily at Cuito Cuanavale, (ii) Mozambique after Samora
Machel's death in mid-1986, (iii) South Africa's acceptance of Security
Council Resolution 435 and the Namibian independence process from the
mid-1980s and (iv) developments within ksotho subsequent to the Jonathan
coup in Januaty 1986.

In the section on labour the articles focus on the 1985-1988 debates and
developments within Cosatu (the relationship between trade unions and
the national liberation sttuggle), the significant 1988 amendments to the
labour Relations Act, and 1987-1988 industrial trends in u~on membership,
worker militancy and strike rates. More specific contributions consider the
General Motors and Ford disinvestments in 1987-1988, labour attitudes'
towards the domestic housing crisis, home ownership on the mines,
employee share ownership schemes and industrial unionism in the food

industty.
The six articles in the section on rural politics explore a number of the

most important processes which affected rural political mobilisation during
the 1980s. Issues addressed include forced removals and upgrading, the
May-August 1986 struggle against independence in KwaNdebele and the
violence in Natal. The section concludes with an interesting and well-written
if somewhat one-sided analysis of Inkatha by Mare and Ncube.

As said above most of the articles roughly span the years 1987 to 1989.
Because of the far-reaching domestic political changes since then many have
unfottunately dated rather quickly. The collection -in spite of its implicitly
radical or critical social science orientation -remains nonetheless a useful
reference work for researchers and teachers over a wide field.

KIERINO'MALLEY
University of South Afiicl1

H. PHIWPS. "'Black October": the impact of the Spanish Influenza
Epidemic of 1918 on South Africa'. Archives }Car Book for South Afiican
History 53(1). Government Printer: Pretoria, 1990. 291 pp, RI0,OO (in-
clusive). llIus.
ISBN 07970 15809.

In September 1918 the world-wide pandemic of influenza struck South
Mrica. It lasted through October and was the worst natural disaster in the
country's history. In less than two months probably more than a quarter
of a million South Africans died. Until recently this influenza epidemic
hardly featured in historical writing in South Africa. Readers of the Joumol of
Afiican History and the University of Cape Town's Studies in the History
of Cape Town will be familiar with some of the aspects of the epidemic.

Now, with the publication of Howard Phillips' 1984 Ph.D. thesis, the history
of this momentous event is available to a wider audience.

It is a wide-ranging study, covering the hectic events of the 'flu epidemic
and related matters. The first pan chans the course of the epidemic at
various local levels. This is mainly narrative and focusses on four urban centres
(the Rand, Cape Town, Kimberley and Bloemfontein) and one rural area
(the Transkei). Other rural areas are also discussed, but not in the same
detail. The second pan deals with the national response, analysing the activi-
ties of the Public Health Depanment. The third pan covers fundamental
contemporary questions, exploring medical and lay opinion on the nature
of the Spanish 'Flu and popular and religious explanations. The final part
examines the results at the national level, exploring the consequences and
significance in considerable detail. There are also 27 tables, three maps
and three illustrations.

Phillips has produced a comprehensive and lucid account of the whole
saga. It is described in detail, analysed and related to the broader national
and international context. Phillips has mastered a truly impressive array
of archival, published and oral sources (including such exotic specimens
as the Matatiele MatI and school magazines) to produce a scholarly and
balanced work. His sensitiviry to developments in social, medical and urban
history renders his work all the more useful. There can be few areas in South
Mrica that were not visited by the Spanish 'Flu in 1918. Historians interested
in local or regional history will find this a useful work in placing their
localised episodes in the wider context. Perhaps more significantly, it is
a major contribution to the medical and social history of South Africa.

Someone reading the study with a critical eye could note that some of
the tables (such as Table 1) could have been rendered more readily compre-
hensible in the form of graphs and that the illustrations, particularly the
photograph of the Influenza Epidemic Commission, do not all do justice
to the rich social history theme. Could no photographs of the mass burials,
cartloads of dead or urban slums be found? Also, the chapter on the 'llanskei,
although it includes other rural areas for comparative purposes, is sometimes
a little confusing. It is not always clear, especially with generalisations,
whether the areas discussed are in the Transkei or not (e.g. p. 81 and p. 84).

GUSTAV S. PREUoER (red.).]oernflal van 'n trek:
-flit die dagboek van Era.Pmus Smit. (Ingelei en

versorg deur Merwe Scholrz.) Tafelberg: Kaap-
scad, 1988. R39,95 (eksklusief).
ISBN 0624 0267 79.

Waar die 150ste herdenking van die Groot
Trek gekenmerk word deur die relatiewe skraal
oes aan geleentheids- of herdenkingspubli-
kasies, en te. midde van die feitlik algehele
afwesigheid van noemenswaardige histories-
wetenskaplike welke, her die bekende literator
Merwe Scholtz vorendag gekom met 'n per-
soonlike 'huldeblyk aan die Groot Trek' en wel
in die vorm van 'n heruitgawe van die dagboek

van Erasmus Smit, een van die belangrikste eietydse bronne oor die epog-
makende landverhuising van destyds.

Scholtz se werk is eintlik 'n verwerking van Gustav Preller se geredigeerde
weergawe van die dagboek war in 1930 gepubliseer is. Met behoud van
Preller se kon verklarende inleiding her Scholtz sy eie toeligting in die
afdeling 'Die dagboek en sy sktyWer' gegee. Waar Preller baie beknop en
formeel-saaklik agtergrond oor vera! die herkoms van die leks gee, evalueer
en voer Scholtz veral die interne kenmerke van die dagboek-inskrywings
terug na die persoonlikheid en ingesteldheid van Smit. Smit se relatiewe
onbetrokkenheid en gematigde uitsprake en aanrekeninge ,word raakgesien,
so ook sy periodieke aanvoeling vir die komiese, sy stemmingsvolle en by
rye aangtypende maar tog eenvoudige skryfwyse. Op 'n keel verwys Scholtz
na Smit se 'Kanaanse welsprekendheid' (p. 28).

Inderdaad vind Scholtz, war self in die eerste afdeling van die uitgawe
en grootliks op gesag van die Smit-biograaf, P.S. de Jongh, nie sagkens
met Smit se karakter omgaan nie, in die dagboek baie vetsagtende omstan-
dighede en selfs sterk karaktenrekke. Hy verwys bier na vera! Smit se inskty-
wings wanneer gevare en die dood die Trekkergemeenskap bedreig (pp.
24-25) en na sy waardige en objektiewe verslaggewing wanneer hy sake
rakende sy amp en pligre aanstip (p. 25). Scholtz bespeur ook 'sigbare vol-
doening' by Smit as hy verslag doen van gebeure waar hy, soos Scholtz dit
stel, aktief die geskiedenis betree (pp. 27-28).

Scholtz erken dat hy vir sy kon inleiding oor Smit se vroee lewe (pp.
3-18) baie swaar geleun her op De Jongh se uitvoerige biografiese studie,
maar dit wil tog voorkom asof Scholtz nie heeltemal saamgaan met sy krasse
veroordeling van Smit nie. Sy eindoordeel, se Scholtz, val 'oorwegend
gunstig' uit en woorde soos 'merkwaardig' en 'merkwaardiger' word gebruik
om Smit se optrede te beskryf (p. 33). Ook sy aangehaalde 'teks' vir 'n

Smit-grafskrif getuig positief: 'God heeft een kranke rank gevonden / En
so zijn warme muur gebonden' (p. 32).

Gemeet aan die eise war egret aan bronnepublikasies gestel word, venoon
die Scholtz-annotering van die joernaal maar baie vaal. Scholtz slaag wel
in sy doelwit om 'n 'conder' beeld van die Trekketlewe te gee, maar net
ten dele.

Die afwesigheid van plan en sisteem, van 'n bepaalde 'beleid' of norme
war die annotering ten grondslag Ie, asook die omvang (getalsgewys uit-
gedruk) van annotasies (vanaf p. 155 tot p. 157 is claar byvoorbeeld net
rwee, een waatvan boonop uit Preller oorgeneem is) is seker die grootste
gebreke van die joernaal.

Sake waaroor die leser geredelikerwys, in die lig van ons hede-kennis oor
die Groot Trek, meet t~ligting sou wou gehad her, sluit in die verdeeldheid
onder die Trekkers oor trekrigtings; Andries Pretorius se besoek aan die
Trekleiers, einde 1837 (voordat hy self geuek her); GideonJouben se sending
na die Trekkers, einde 1838; die wegbreekaksie van A.H. Potgieter na die
slag by Italeni; en die eerste strafekspedisie teen Mzilikazi, einde 1837
(verklaring onder meet vir Maritz se teenwoordigheid by Suikerbosrand,
soos opgeteken in Smit se dagboek).
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van die kcigte war op hierdie vrou, wat Schoeman 'een van die mees uitson-
derlike vroue in die negentiende-eeuse Suid-Mrika' (p. 283) noem, ingewerk
her.

As in aanrnerking geneem word hoeveel claar reeds oor Schreiner geskryf
is, is Schoeman se biografie 'n merkwaardige prestasie en ongetwyfeld die
volledigste studie oor haar wat nog verskyn het. Hy gaan nie net op haar
lewe in Die, maar gee ook 'n volledige bespreking van haar skryfwerk en
die agtergronde wat daartoe aanleiding gegee het (kyk hoofsrukke 12 en
13 ).Dat die biografie in Afrikaans geskryf is, het sekerlik die ironiese oog
van die skrywer Die ontgaan Die. Hiermee het Karel Schoeman ondubbel-
sinnig 'n mosie van vertroue in die voongesette publikasie van vakliteratuur
in Mrikaans gestel.

Kritiek kan oak ingebring word teen die plasing van notas agrer in die
hoek. Wanneer sal uitgewers leer dat so 'n publikasie se nutswaarde feitlik
totaa! geneutraliseer word wanneer been en weer fusseD teks en annotasie
rondgeblaai moet word? En daD is die verwysingsyfers boonop so weggesteek-
klein dat 'n mens die teks as 't ware met 'n vergrootglas moet fynkam op

soek daarna.
Annotasies war nie altyd korrek verantwoord is nie (5, 7,9, 17, 21), oover-

antwoorde annotasies (14, 19, 22) en inkonsekwente aanhaling van Bybel-
tekste (soms toeligtend, soms Die) is enkele aDder gebreke.

AI is die Scholtz-uitgawe van Smit se dagboek 'n skynbaar oorhaastige,
effens ondeurdagte bydrae tot die skrapse geleentheidspublika.'jies condom
die 150ste herdenking van die Groot Trek, is dit nogtans te vetwelkom en
wel omdat dit kosbare inligting in die dagjoernaal opnuut onder die aandag

en op die boekrakke bring. JOHANN WDEWYK MARAIS
Rizad vir Geesteswetenskaplike Nilvorsing

P.R VAN DER SCHYFF
Po/chefs/roomie Universi/ei/ vir CHO

KAREL SCHOEMAN. Olive Schreiner: 'n lewe in
Suid-Afrika 1855-1881. Human & Rousseau:
Kaapstad en Pretoria, 1989. 584 pp. Gell.

R69,95 (eksklusief).
ISBN 0 798124911.

Karel Schoeman bet met sy groot aantal
publikasies van uiteenlopende aaId vir horn 'n
prominence pick in die Afrikaanse letterkunde
verwerf. Hy kan tans beskou word as die grootste
lewende romanskrywer in Mrikaans, terwyl hy
ook 'n bydrae op die terrein van onder meer
die reisboek, 'lenaalwerk en tekste vir visuele
media lewer.

Van meet af aan was dit duidelik dat hy 'n
sterk historiese bewussyn bet, wac ook in sy prosawerk neerslag vind. 'n
Mens dink byvoorbeeld aan sy bantering van die Tweede Anglo-Boereoorlog
in Veldslag (1965), sy betrek van die geskiedenis van Ierland teen die einde
van die 18de eeu in By fakkellig (1968) en die lewensgetroue, sorgvuldige
rekonstruksie van kultuurhistoriese aspekte in die 19de-eeuse Vrystaat in

'n Ander land (1984).
Daarbenewens bet Schoeman horn seden 1976 daarop toegespits om

navorsing te doen en te publiseer oor leemtes in die Suid-Mrikaanse geskied-
Skrywing. Sy calle boeke oor die Vrystaatse geskiedenis asook die Vrijstatia-
reeks wac onder sy redakteurskap verskyn, is voorbeelde hiervan.

Ook opvallend is sy belangstelling in die biografiese geskiedskrywing,
wac neerslag vind in sy vies romancees oor Shakespeare, Rembrandt,
Beethoven en die Strauss-familie. 'n Belangriker en meer regstreekse
voorloper van Olive Schreiner: 'n lewe in Suid-Afrika 1855-1881 is egter
die bock oor N.P. van Wyk wuw se jeugjare en Roggeveldse jeugwereld,
Die wereld van die digter (1986). Albei boeke getuig ook van die uitbreiding
van sy belangstelling na die droer landskappe van die Kaapprovinsie.

In Olive Schreiner Skryf Schoeman sy eerste omvattende biografie, waarin
hy sy vermoens as roman- en geskiedskrywer aanwend om 'n rekonstruksie
te maak van die eerste 25 jaar in die lewe van hierdie beroemde Suid-
Afrikaanse skryfster (veral bekend vir haar roman The story of an African
fatm (1883» en kampvegter vir die politieke regte van vroue en swanmense.

Schreiner word voorgestel as iemand wac gtootgeword bet in ' 'n landelike

pionierswereld' (p. 531) wac in 'n oorgangsfase verkeer bet en waarvan die
ontWikkeling veral na omstreeks 1870 as gevolg van die ontdekking van
diamant~ en goud momenrum sou kry. Die biografie coon aan watter
vormende invloede die tydsgees, die land en die landskap, haar familie,
bulle verblyf op sendingstasies, Oos-Kaapse dorpies en plase en haar leeswerk
op haar gehad bet: Sy was in vele opsigte 'n buitestaander in 'n wereld
waar die blanke dikwels ' 'n klein minderheid in 'n tradisionele swart

gemeenskap' (p. 96) was en, veral belangrik, waar die vrou se regte beperk
was (o.m. p. 99). Haar talent bet in moeilike omstandighede ontWikkel,
onder meer omdat haar formele opvoeding gebrekkig was en sy geleef bet
in 'n gemeenskap waarin claar weinig intellekruele scimulasie was. Schoeman
skryf oor hierdie tydperk in haar lewe omdat hy dit as deurslaggewendbeskou
vir die verloop van haar lewe.

Schoeman bet geen moeite ontsien om hierdie biografie te skryf nie.
Hy bet die plekke besoek waar Schreiner haar jeugjare deurgebring bet
en die bibliografie met sy 534 titels en die calle Coco's wac versamel is, gee
'n aanduiding van die wye navorsing wac ondemeem is. Weliswaar bet
Schoeman 'die oenskynlike outobiografie en die oenskynlike flksie as bykans
gelyke bronne van inligting beskou' (p. 75), maar hy is nietemin bewus
van die gevare hieraan verbonde en slaag deurgaans daarin om in sy inter-
pretasie verantWoordelik daannee om te gaan. Hy bring calle wysigings ten
opsigte van die sienings van vroeere biograweaan (bv. oor Schreiner se ver-
houding met die handelaar Julius Gau) en skep 'n baie volledige beeld
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(exclusive).
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This book by Dr Paul Thompson of the
Department of Historical Studies at the U niver-
sity of Natal (Pietermaritzburg) is the first
detailed account published of tharpeculiarly
Natal phenomenon of white separatist politics
for the period 1910-1961. It centres around the
wishes of Natalians to keep intact as much of
their British connections as possible or alterna-
tively to 'go it alone'.

Thompson has effectively traced this stance through a series of leagues,
groups, associations, parties, commandos, and fronts. In between he deals
with other important (for Natalians) issues such as the struggle for greater
power for the provincial council system, the language issue, status within
the British Empire, the fight over a new South African flag and attemprs
at gaining home rule. It is also the stoty of the setbacks, failures, quartels
and disagreements among the separatists themselves.

Throughout Thompson has tried to show how separatism manifested
in such organisations as the Federal League (organised in response to the
perceived dangers of Hertzogism after 1913) and the Democratic Reform
League in the 1920s (one of whose aims was'to ptomote the decentralisation
and greater autonomy of the provinces.) In the 1930s the Natal separatists
changed their apptoach to the idea of home rule rather than outright seces-
sion ftom the Union and so was born the idea of devolution. Accordingly
a Devolution League was formed to ptopagate the idea. But thtoughout
this period the Natal separatists were divided among themselves about home
rule, and between devolution and federation, although most of them sup-
ported some kind of imperial link (with Great Britain).

The formation of the first Natal political party to actively ptopagate the
idea of separatism, the Dominion Party (largely made up of those Natalians
rejecting the South Mrican Party's fusion with the National Party in 1934),
did not go vety far in uniting white Natalians. Dominion Party co-operation
with the government during the Second World War had led to its energies
being submerged in the war effort and a consequent lessening of support
for separatism. However, the 'Natal Stand', embodying that particular Natal
'consciousness' articulated so forcefully by the Zululand politician George
Heaton-Nicholls, refused to lie down and play dead and during the 1950s
there was again a revival of Natal separatist ideas thtough the Natal branch of
the Torch Commando. This led to the launching of the Federal Party which
in fact btought a subtle change in the 'Natal Stand' since the party empha-
sised the constitutional reconstruction of the Union. This new party was
committed to a federal union and self-determinism for Natal. But the
Federal Party failed dismally in the 1953 elections and for the latter part
of the 1950s turned their attention towards supporting the Anti-Republican
League (with help ftom the secretive 'Horticulruralists'). The Natal separa-
tists arguably won their greatest 'victoty' in ensuring that Natal ovetwhelm-
ingly rejected a republic in the referendum held on 5 October 1960. But
this was not enough to stop the formation of a republic or to secure a new
deal for Natalians. According to Thompson the reality of an Afrikaner
Nationalist republic finally killed English Natal's ideals of separatism.
However, he adds that 'Economic bogeys aside, Natal could have survived
vety well, thank you, as a separate part of the British Empire.'

Thompson has ptoduced a detailed and well-researched account of a
neglected piece of South Mrican political histoty. But it has been neglected
precisely because its influence on the national scene was minimal since it
concentrated on a narrow parochial Natal stance which more often than
not presented a shifting and often fragmented opposition. However, he
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