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F9r many years the study of local history has been the province of ama- .
teurs. Traditionally professional historians indulged in the study of na-
tional history. showing but scant regard for this cinderella of the dis-
cipline which is often erroneously classified as an antiquarian pasti~t;.
To a certain extent this attitudecis still prevalent among rrianyhistorical
groups. But local history as a fully-fledged branch of learning is rapidly
gaining a respectable status as more research results become availabie.
For this reason it is gratifying to note that modern information scientists
have sho\'fn a willingness-.toregard local history as an independent dis-
cipline, and have formulated comprehensive systems for developing
libraries which suit the requirements of this specialised field of local
historical research. '~

Two pioneers in local historical librarianship are G.A. CarteJ
and the late J. L. Hobbs who have also incidentally made thei, mark a~
practisi~g-'historians. Locaf history and the li.brary, by H~bbs,. first ap\'
peared In 1962 and has subsequent\y been revIsed by Carter owing to re-
cent developments in the field. The authors concentrate extensively on
three. aspects in this comprehensive work: the philosophy and logic of
local history and librar~ science; the basic guidelines for planning and
developing the local history library; and lastly ~ faithful to their breed
-a history of this type of library in Britain. .

As regards the first aspect, the work contains much information
on the practice of local history, enabling the librarian to understand
some of the unique problems that the m9dern researcher has \0 contend
with. These are many, as the authors point out, because local history as
a discipline is no longer practised in isolation from na~i9nal history. Ow-
ing to the thorough study of local detail, certain myths and misinter-
pretations of the past are in the process of being debunked. The na-
tional historian can no longer make generalised statements without tak-
ing note of certain historical facts of a local nature which are at variance
with dated concepts of past reality.

The planning and development of the10callibrary is remarkably
specialised. In cOntrast with a former generation the modern local his-
tory \i\Jrarian needs to be a specialist in various aspects of history. Also
from an occupational point of view the librarian must be capable of ap-
plying the basic principles of archival practice in storing documenta-
tion. Today the a~\'\tivist is a specialist who has completed a graduate or
diploma_cours~ in -an extremely sophisticated field. Few courses in libra-
rianship"give sufficient attention to this department of information
science. The authors, bearing this in mind, devote two chapters (four
and. six) to manuscript records and the c~re and ~reat~ ;I) n o~ archives.

Owing to the complex nature of cataloguing and Indexl nmary and

secondary material, several practical examples are cons ~red and sug-
gestions are made which could be of cardinal importance in the sensible
planning of a functional local history library.

The history of the fully-fledged local collection in Britain goes
back to 1824 when a start was made at the Guildhall library in London
to preserve documents of local interest. Legislative measures were in-
troduced in 1850 by the Public Libraries Bill to create the necessary
facilities for information storage. The authors point out that for some
75 years it was the public library, and ironically enough not the histo-
rical fraternity.. that "laboured almOst alone in trying to bring together
materials for the study of local history". (p.42) During the 1960's the de-
velopment of local history collections at public libraries made great pro-
gress. In the space of one decade these libraries increased by 64 per cellt
in Britain. The South African historian can but stand in astonishment
and take note of what has been accomplished so well in so short a time.
It fills one with respect and at the same time envy, realising what can be
accomplished in local history if only the necessary facilities are avail-
able. The inimmitable Samuel Johnson once remarked" A man will
turn over half a library to make one book". And after considering the
importance of a good local history library one may add to that: had it
not been for the librarian, far more than half a library would have had
to be turned over.

Local history and the u.brary is without doubt a work that can be
of great value to the South African information scientist who wishes to
take part in a noble and pioneering study which has made good progress
in recent years. The book however has one shortcoming: the authors
have not taken the facilities offered by computer technology into con-
sideration. Modern information science becomes increasingly concern-
ed with time'saving and efficient electronic data systems. It is to be
hoped that should a new edition of the work appear in the near future
Mr. Carter will take this matter up as well.

Met VrystaatJokus het prof. Nienaber en dr. LeRoux van die
Nasionale Afrikaanse Letterkundige Museum en Navorsingsentrum in
Bloemfontein juis hieraan uitvoering probeer gee. Hierdie werk .rig as't
ware 'n uitnodiging tot die leser en elke belangstellende om op reis deui
die Vrystaat van vandag te gaan en gebeure van weleer te herleef. 'Dit
word 'n "ontdekkingstog" wat die roemryke clade en groat momente,
maar oak die danker dae uit ons volksverlede, voordiegeestesoog roep.

Vir die doeleindes van die publikasie word die provinsie in drie
hoofstreke verdeel, naarnlik Suid-, Oos-, Noord- en Wes-Vrystaat
(laasgenoemde twee word gesamentlik behandel). Benewens 'n kart ge-
skiedenis van diestigting van en naamgewing aa~ dorpe, word plekke
en geboue van kultuurhistoriese betekenis beskryf en met rota's -Waar-
van sommige in kleur -toegelig. Die fokus is egter hoofsaaklik op
monumente ter ere van volksleiers en -helde of ter herdenking van ge-
beure 5005 die Groot Trek, die Basoeto-oorloe (1858-1867), die Twee-
de Vryheidsoorlog (1899-1902), die simboliese Ossewatrek (J.938) en
die twee wereldoorloe. Enkele opstalle (dikwels nag net die murasies of
fondamente daarvan), plase, grafte van belangrike pioniers ennatuur-
verskynsels van geskiedkundige belang word oak besoek en die agter-
grand van elkeen kortliks geskets.

Die noodsaaklikheid om hierdie kultuurerfgoed te bewaar en die
nagedagtenis van hulle war aan die Vrystaat (en die Republiek van
Suid-Afrika) help bOll het, in ere te hall, word deurentyd beklemtoon.
Hierdie erns word nietemin afgewissel met luimige vertellings 5005 die
oar die legendariese Renier de Winnaar se wedervaringe met die duiwel
of kommandant Paul Kruger (die latere president) se Hollandse sekre-
tariswat op 'n keer sodiep in die bot tel gekyk het dat hy te midde van 'n
hewige geveg teen Basoeto's sy roes ongesteurd Ie en uitslaap hell

Sander om enigsins aan die verdienstelikheid,van die publikasie
afbreuk te probeer doell, moet tog op enkele van die opvallendste leem-
tes en hinderlikste route daarin gewys word. Daar word met die vol-
gende tendense en voorbeelde volstaan:

Die gebruik van 'n "praatstyl" (populere omgangstaal) is som~ ir
riterend en sleek skerp af by die meer wetenskaplike, sobere skryfstyl
wat oar die algemeen gebruik word. Oak die sinsbou (woordorde) is nie
altyd bevorderlik vir 'n vloeiende styl en leesgenot nie. Taal-, skryf- en
spelfoute kom redelik algemeen voor, byvoorbeeld: randjiei.p.v. rantjie
(p.8); 1662 i.p.v. 1862 (p.II); klerkh"ke i.p.v. kerklike (p.14); verenig
i.p.v- verewig (p.29); Van Rijn i.p.v. Van Rhijn (p.42, voetnoot 21);
Driemanskap "." waaromheen i.p.v. ...omwie (p.47); die TheemsriVl"er
i.p.v. die Teems (p.68); voor die Stadsraad i.p.v. ..stadsaal (p.69);
simkboliseer i.p.v. simbohseer (p.80). Ten opsigte van spelling en
woordkeuse duik allerlei inkonsekwensies or, byvoorbeeld: Raad
Vlr.../Raad van (Nasionale Gedenkwaardighede); die dlstrik van/die
alstrik; KhPPlaatsdrif/KhPPlaatsdrift; Silkaats/Mzuikazi; Leghoya/
Leghoja; voet, tree en myl/metrieke mate en afstande; ki"lometer/kilo-
meters., Sekere sinne is vaagen dubbelsinl:lig geformuleer en kan totver-
warring lei, byvoorbeeld:"die dorp (is) tot distrik verklaar" (pp.13 en
41); "waar Bethulie tansstaan" (p.17); "die eerste gemeente ...was die
Baptistekerk" (p.53); "die hoeksteen is ...gele en deur ds. Van der
Lingen ingewy" (p.77); "die plaat ...lees" (p.89).

Wat die voetnoottegniek belfer, is die volgendesteurend: verwy-
sings na geraadpleegde bronne vind soms in die leks en clan weer in
voetnote plaas; die titels van publikasies stem ~ie altyd ooreen met die
wat in die bronnelys opgeneem is nie en word oak nie konsekwent gekur-
siveer nie; voorletters van auteurs word dikwels weggelaat; die gebruik
van ibid. is nie deurgaans korrek nie;punktuasie en datumaanduidings
(by koerante) in die voetnote is nie eenvormig nie. .

In die bronnelys ontbreek verskeie belangrike publikasies wat
klaarblyklik nie geraadpleeg is nie; sommige publikasies war wel in die
voetnote vermeld word, is trouens nie opgeneem nie; die voorletters van
auteurs asook die plek en datum van uitgawe word nie oral verstrek nie;
die titels van enkele bronne is foutief; in die inhoudsopgawe is geen ver-
wysing na die bibliografie opbladsye 91- 93 nie. Aangesien inskrywings
in die register nie volledig is of altyd sinvol en logies gegroepeer word
nie, word die opspoor van spesifieke gegewens bemoeilik.

Met die oog op die moontlike herdruk van die hoek, kan die
volgende oorweeg word: 'n kaart waarop die onderskeie roetes aangedui
word, asook 'n straatplan van Bloemfontein war dit vir die leser en toeris
makliker sal maak om die besienswaardighede op te spoor; iota's van
een of meeT van die sewe geboue of plekke in die hoofstad wat die be:
skrywing daarvan kan ophelder; 'n fotoregister war nuttig sou wees om
bepaalde rota's geredelik te vind.

Ten slotte: in sy geheel beskou, kan hierdie publikasie as 'n aan-
wins vir die boekrak bestempel word. Die voorafgaande opmerkings is
dus daarop bereken om 'n andersins puik eersteling van hierdie aard sy
regmatige~!ek onder ons Africana te laat inneem.

C. C. ELOFF
Raad vir Geesteswetenskaplike Navorsing

jW.N TEMPELHOFF
Human Sciences Research Council

32


